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Immigrant families in limbo after judge puts U.S. program for 
spouses on hold 


By VALERIE GONZALEZ and 
GISELA SALOMON 
Associated Press 
McALLEN, Texas (AP) — Af- 
ter President Joe Biden this 
summer announced a new 
U.S. citizenship pathway for 
immigrant spouses, Oscar 
Silva rushed to apply and 
was elated Monday when 
an email arrived confirm- 
ing his appointment for a 
required biometric exam. 
But hours later, Silva re- 
ceived a jolt: a federal 
judge in Texas was tempo- 
rarily suspending the pro- 
gram that could benefit 
an estimated 500,000 im- 
migrants in the U.S., freez- 
ing in place one of the big- 
gest presidential actions to 
ease a path to citizenship 
in years. 
"I don't know what is going 
to happen," Silva said Tues- 
day. 


Continued on Page 2 


Roberto Garcia and his wife Maria Garcia pause for a picture after dropping their two children off for their first day of school in East 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Granting the Shoco a future in Aruba: 


Renewed conservation efforts for 


Aruba’s endangered endemic 


burrowing owl 
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Immigrant families in limbo after judge puts U.S. program for 
spouses on hold 


Continued from Front 


The 23-year-old college stu- 
dent arrived in the U.S. as a 
baby and lives in Texas with 
his wife, Natalie, an Ameri- 
can citizen who provides for 
their family as a high school 
teacher. 
Although the Biden admin- 
istration's "Keeping Families 
Together" 
program 
only 
began accepting appli- 
cations last week, families 
and immigration attorneys 
say confusion, uncertainty 
and frustration is already 
mounting following the or- 
der by U.S. District Judge J. 
Campbell Barker. Couples 
who already applied say 
they are in limbo and those 
who haven't yet must weigh 
whether to wait for Republi- 
cans' court challenge over 
the program to play out. 
Applicants must pay a $580 
processing fee. Following 
Barker's order, the Florida 
Immigrant Coalition said 
it was asking people "to 
weigh their options and to 
make the best decision for 
their families at this time." 
The court order followed 
a challenge by 16 states, 
led by Republican attor- 
neys general, who filed a 
federal lawsuit days after 
the program began tak- 
ing applications on Aug. 
19. Barker's order, known 
as an administrative stay, 
will be in place for 14 days 
but could be extended. 
"That ruling is wrong. These 
families should not be need- 
lessly separated," Biden said 
in a statement. The states 
claimed the move would 
cause irreparable harm and 
accused the administration 
of bypassing Congress for 
"blatant political purposes." 
Republican Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton, whose 
office is helping lead the 
lawsuit, applauded the or- 


der. "This is just the first step. 
We are going to keep fight- 
ing for Texas, our country, 
and the rule of law," he said 
in a statement. 
On Tuesday, the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Secu- 
rity said the government 
would continue to take ap- 
plications and defend the 
program in court. Any ap- 
plicants whose parole was 
granted prior to the order 
will be unaffected, accord- 
ing to the department. 
DHS did not respond to 
questions about how many 
applications were received 
or approved or how long it 
takes to determine the out- 
come of a case under the 
program. 
Fears of separation returned 
for Silva and his wife, Na- 
talie. Under the tradition- 
al process to apply for a 
green card, spouses living 


in the U.S. illegally can be 
required to return to their 
home country — often for 
years — and they always 
face the risk they may not 
be allowed back in. 
"We thought this was finally 
our opportunity to be able 
to go through this proc- 
ess together and not fear 
the possibility of spending 
ten years away from each 
other," Silva said. Now "I feel 
pretty heartbroken, very 
sad… because without it 
we face so much uncer- 
tainty." 
Immigration attorney Lau- 
ra Flores-Perilla said it was 
"really unclear" what will 
happen with Silva's ap- 
pointment scheduled for 
September. 
"I cannot underestimate the 
impact that this temporary 
pause is having," said Flores- 
Perilla, an attorney at the 


Action Justice Center. 
Gregory Chen, the director 
of government relations for 
the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, said 
he had heard from lawyers 
affiliated with the associa- 
tion of at least hundreds of 
people who had applied 
since the program was 
launched, including some 
who applied and were ap- 
proved the next day. 
Lawyers are rushing to un- 
derstand what the order 
means for their clients, too. 
According to Chen, the 
organization's 
listserv 
for 
lawyers interested in the 
Keeping Families Together 
program "blew up" after the 
judge's decision late Mon- 
day with questions about 
what the decision means. 
Advocates are concerned 
the changes, even tempo- 
rary ones, created by such 


litigation 
"creates 
chaos 
and uncertainty" for those 
looking to apply. Chen said 
he's seen the effect litiga- 
tion has had on other immi- 
gration-related programs. 
His organization has held 
three webinars designed 
to educate lawyers about 
the program. One of those 
seminars had about 1,000 
lawyers in attendance, an 
extremely high number for 
one of the group's educa- 
tional offerings, Chen said. 
Roberto García, 37, and his 
wife Maria in Los Angeles 
had just paid an attorney 
$3,000 to help them fill out 
the lengthy application for 
the program but the ap- 
plication wasn't submitted 
yet because of Monday's 
order. Now, they're won- 
dering if they should gam- 
ble their chances and pay 
the processing fee for a pro- 
gram on hold. 
"I didn't think this was going 
to happen. It's very hard," 
said Roberto Garcia, refer- 
ring to the order that halted 
the parole program. "We 
are not a priority. It is bad 
that they play with people's 
feelings." 
Roberto is the sole pro- 
vider for the family of five 
and earns a living through 
this construction business 
in California. He also sends 
money back home to fam- 
ily in Mexico. 
If 
approved, 
applicants 
have three years to seek 
permanent residency. Dur- 
ing that period, they can 
get a work authorization. 
But Maria García said she 
is losing hope and consid- 
ering moving to Mexico, 
where her husband has his 
parents and brothers. 
"We will never be able to 
buy a house here," she 
said. "Here if you do things 
wrong, they reward you. 
If you do things right, they 
punish you."q 


Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton speaks during the Conservative Political Action Conference, 
CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor in Oxon Hill, Md., Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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By ERIC TUCKER and ALAN- 
NA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 


Special counsel Jack Smith 
filed a new indictment Tues- 
day against Donald Trump 
over his efforts to undo the 
2020 presidential election 
that keeps the same crimi- 
nal charges but narrows 
the allegations against him 
following a Supreme Court 
opinion 
that 
conferred 
broad immunity on former 
presidents. 
The new indictment re- 
moves a section of the in- 
dictment that had accused 
Trump of trying to use the 
law enforcement powers of 
the Justice Department to 
overturn his election loss, an 
area of conduct for which 
the Supreme Court, in a 6-3 
opinion last month, said that 
Trump was absolutely im- 
mune from prosecution. 
The stripped-down criminal 
case represents a first effort 
by prosecutors to comply 
with a Supreme Court opin- 
ion likely to result in a signifi- 
cant revision of the allega- 
tions against Trump over his 
efforts to block the peace- 
ful transfer of power. It was 
filed three days ahead of 
a deadline for prosecutors 
and defense lawyers to tell 
the judge in the case how 
they wanted to proceed in 
light of that opinion, which 
said former presidents are 
presumptively immune from 
prosecution for official White 
House acts. 
The two sides will be back 
in court for a status hearing 
next week, the first such ap- 


pearance in months given 
that the case had been 
effectively frozen since last 
December as Trump’s im- 
munity appeal worked its 
way through the justice sys- 
tem. The special counsel’s 
office said the updated 
indictment, filed in federal 
court in Washington, was 
issued by a grand jury that 
had not previously heard 
evidence in the case. 
It said in a statement that 
the indictment “reflects the 
Government’s efforts to re- 
spect and implement the 
Supreme Court’s holdings 
and remand instructions.” 
The central revision in the 
updated criminal case con- 
cerns Trump’s dealings with 
the Justice Department. 
The original indictment in- 
cluded 
allegations 
that 
Trump tried to enlist the de- 
partment in his failed effort 
to undo his election loss, 
including by conducting 
sham investigations and tell- 
ing states incorrectly that 
significant fraud had been 
detected.It detailed how 
Jeffrey Clark, a top official 
in the Trump Justice Depart- 
ment, wanted to send a 
letter to elected officials in 
certain states falsely claim- 
ing that the department 
had “identified significant 
concerns that may have im- 
pacted the outcome of the 
election” and had asked 
top department officials to 
sign it, but they refused. 
Clark’s support for Trump’s 
election fraud claims led 
Trump to openly contem- 
plate naming him as acting 
attorney general in place 
of Jeffrey Rosen, who led 


Special counsel Jack Smith speaks about an indictment of 
former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, at a Department 
of Justice office in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Feds file new indictment in Trump Jan. 6 case, keeping charges 
intact but narrowing allegations 


the department in the final 
weeks of the Trump admin- 
istration. Trump ultimately 
relented in that idea “when 
he was told it would result in 
mass resignations at the Jus- 
tice Department,” accord- 
ing to the original indict- 
ment. Rosen remained on 
as acting attorney general 
through the end of Trump’s 
tenure. 
The new case no longer 
references Clark as a co- 
conspirator. 
Trump’s 
co-conspirators 
were not named in either 
indictment, but they have 
been 
identified 
through 
public records and other 
means. 
In its opinion, the Supreme 
Court held that a presi- 
dent’s interactions with the 
Justice Department consti- 


tute official acts for which 
he is entitled to immunity, 
effectively stripping those 
allegations from the case. 
“As we have explained, 
the President’s power to re- 
move ‘executive officers of 
the United States whom he 
has appointed’ may not be 
regulated by Congress or re- 
viewed by the courts,” Chief 
Justice John Roberts wrote 
for the court. 
The justices returned other 
core allegations in the case 
to U.S. District Judge Tanya 
Chutkan, the trial judge pre- 
siding over the case, to de- 
termine what constitutes an 
official act protected from 
prosecution and what does 
not. 
The new indictment still in- 
cludes one of the more stun- 
ning allegations brought by 


Smith that Trump participat- 
ed in a scheme orchestrat- 
ed by allies to enlist slates of 
fraudulent electors in battle- 
ground states won by Dem- 
ocrat Joe Biden who would 
falsely attest that Trump had 
won in those states. 
It also retains allegations 
that Trump sought to pres- 
sure Vice President Mike 
Pence to reject legitimate 
electoral votes, and that 
Trump and his allies exploit- 
ed the chaos at the Capitol 
on Jan. 6 in an attempt to 
further delay the certifica- 
tion of Biden’s victory. 
Roberts wrote in his majority 
opinion that the interactions 
between Trump and Pence 
amounted to official con- 
duct for which “Trump is at 
least presumptively immune 
from prosecution.” q 
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By KATE PAYNE 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Advocates say transgen- 
der patients are facing 
barriers to “potentially life- 
saving health care” after a 
federal appeals court ruled 
that a Florida law banning 
gender-affirming care can 
be enforced while a legal 
challenge plays out. 
The decision handed down 
by the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Atlanta 
on Monday cleared the 
way for Florida to prohibit 
transgender minors from 
being prescribed puberty 
blockers 
and 
hormonal 
treatments, even with their 
parents’ 
permission. 
The 
law also requires that trans- 
gender adults only receive 
treatment from a doctor 
and not from a registered 
nurse or other qualified pro- 
vider. 
Jon Harris Maurer, the pub- 
lic policy director for LG- 
BTQ+ rights group Equality 
Florida, characterized the 
law as government intru- 
sion into “vital health care”. 
“We have parents, under- 
standably very concerned 
about their children’s well- 
being, who want to make 
sure that they have the 
right to make the best deci- 
sions for their kids,” Maurer 
said. “This ruling puts back 


in place a law that inter- 
feres with that. And it puts 
their kids and their families 
at risk.” 
Suicide is a leading cause 
of death among young 
people, and transgender 
and nonbinary youth are 
at a significantly increased 
risk. 
At least 26 states have ad- 
opted laws restricting or 
banning gender-affirming 
medical care for trans- 
gender minors, but Florida 
was the first state to restrict 


health care for transgender 
adults, according to the 
LGBTQ+ advocacy group 
the Human Rights Cam- 
paign. 
Enforcement of the Flori- 
da law had been on hold 
since June, after U.S. District 
Judge Robert Hinkle struck 
down the ban as unconsti- 
tutional. 
Gov. Ron DeSantis, who 
signed the law in May of 
2023, has made anti-LG- 
BTQ+ legislation a large 
part of his agenda and his 


national 
political 
profile. 
Asked for comment on the 
decision, a spokesperson 
pointed to statements De- 
Santis made in June, pre- 
dicting that Hinkle’s ruling 
would be overturned. 
“We are going to stand up 
for duly enacted statutes. 
We’re going to stand up for 
protecting the innocence 
of these kids,” DeSantis 
said. “We’ll win that ap- 
peal.” 
The American Academy of 
Pediatrics has repeatedly 


affirmed gender-affirming 
care for children, noting 
that transgender adoles- 
cents and adults have 
high rates of depression, 
self-harm and suicide, and 
stating that providers have 
an “essential role” in sup- 
porting patients and their 
families in evidence-based 
decision making. 
“The AAP opposes any laws 
or regulations that discrimi- 
nate against transgender 
and gender-diverse indi- 
viduals, or that interfere in 
the doctor-patient relation- 
ship,” the organization said 
in a statement in August of 
2023 reaffirming its gender- 
affirming care policy. 
For nurse practitioner Jo- 
seph Knoll, the 2-1 ruling 
handed down on Monday 
was a disappointment but 
not a surprise. 
While the law has been 
on hold for the past two 
months, Knoll and other pro- 
viders at Spektrum Health in 
Orlando have been racing 
the clock to work through 
a backlog of patients who 
had been denied care un- 
der the provision. 
Spektrum 
specializes 
in 
LGBTQ+ primary care and 
the majority of its 5,000 pa- 
tients come to the clinic for 
gender-affirming care and 
medical transition services, 
according to Knoll, who is 
also Spektrum’s CEO.q 


Lucas prepares his weekly testosterone shot at his home in Casselberry, Fla., May 29, 2023. The 
Associated Press is not using Lucas’ last names because he fears reprisal. 


Associated Press 


Providers halt services after court allows Florida to enforce ban on 
transgender care for minors 


By ED WHITE 
Associated Press 
CLINTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. 
(AP) — The federal govern- 
ment is leading a cleanup 
of the hazardous remains 
of a Detroit-area storage 
site for vaping supplies, five 
months after explosions de- 
stroyed the building, sent 
debris flying for miles and 
killed a man. 
Goo Smoke Shop in Ma- 
comb 
County’s 
Clinton 
Township was stuffed with 
vape pens, butane cannis- 
ters, nitrous oxide cylinders 
and lithium batteries. While 
loads of debris have been 
recovered in the surround- 
ing area, there is still more 
work to be done. 
“We 
don’t 
know 
what 
we’re going to find in 
there,” Sean Kane of the 


U.S. Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency told reporters 
Tuesday, though more bu- 
tane and nitrous oxide are 
likely. 
“We are actually going to 
go in and start segregating 
all the hazardous materi- 
als, and we will be doing a 
full removal of everything 
that you see in the back- 
ground,” Kane said. 
Behind 
a 
fence, 
the 
28,000-square-foot 
prop- 
erty is in ruins. The roof col- 
lapsed during the March 
fire and explosions. Mounds 
of charred, twisted metal 
framed by a few steel gird- 
ers still remain. 
“We’re going to be ramp- 


ing up after Labor Day with 
more personnel on site,” 
said Kane, who is coordi- 
nating the effort. 
Authorities said the disaster 
was caused by the poor 
storage of volatile materi- 
als. The owner has been 
charged with involuntary 
manslaughter in the death 
of a 19-year-old man who 
was struck by a nitrous ox- 
ide cannister a quarter-mile 
away. Kane said the EPA 
took on a larger role when 
cleanup talks between the 
government and respon- 
sible parties reached a 
standstill. 
The estimated cost is more 
than $2 million.q 


Sean Kane from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency stands 
at the former site of a vaping supplies warehouse in Clinton 
Township, Mich., on Aug. 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


EPA takes charge of Detroit-area cleanup of vaping supplies 
warehouse destroyed by explosions 
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By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The United 
States and China are work- 
ing to ensure the competi- 
tion between them does 
not veer into conflict, a top 
White House official said 
Tuesday as the two sides 
started talks on a relation- 
ship that has been severely 
tested during President Joe 
Biden’s term in office. 
Jake Sullivan, the U.S. na- 
tional security adviser, is 
meeting over two days with 
Wang Yi, a senior foreign 
policy official for Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping, in a sce- 
nic lake area on the north- 
ern outskirts of Beijing. 
“President Biden has been 
very clear in his conversa- 
tions with President Xi that 
he is committed to manag- 
ing this important relation- 
ship responsibly,” Sullivan 
told Wang before the talks 
got underway. 
The goal of his visit, which 


lasts through Thursday, is 
limited to try to maintain 
communication in a rela- 


tionship that broke down 
for the better part of a year 
in 2022-23 and was only 


nursed back over several 
months. 
No major announcements 


are expected, though Sul- 
livan’s meetings could lay 
the groundwork for a pos- 
sible final summit with Chi- 
nese leader Xi Jinping be- 
fore Biden steps down in 
January. 
Wang, the director of the 
Communist Party’s Central 
Foreign 
Affairs 
Commis- 
sion Office, noted that the 
China-U.S. relationship has 
gone through twists and 
turns in the past few years. 
“The key,” he said, “is to 
keep to the overall direc- 
tion of mutual respect, 
peaceful 
co-existence, 
and win-win cooperation.” 
According to Da Wei, a 
U.S. and international rela- 
tions expert at Tsinghua Uni- 
versity in Beijing, it’s impor- 
tant for the two countries 
to avoid any crisis in the 
remaining months of the 
Biden administration, as it 
could set the tone for U.S.- 
China ties under the next 
one.q 


Wang Yi, right, the director of the Communist Party’s Central Foreign Affairs Commission Office 
shakes hands with White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan, left, at Yanqi lake in Beijing, 
Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


A top White House official says U.S. and China are working to 
avoid conflict at talks in Beijing 
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By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Iran’s supreme 
leader opened the door 
Tuesday to renewed ne- 
gotiations with the United 
States over his country’s 
rapidly advancing nuclear 
program, telling its civilian 
government there was “no 
harm” in engaging with its 
“enemy.” 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s 
remarks set clear red lines 
for any talks taking place 
under the government of 
reformist President Masoud 
Pezeshkian and renewed 
his warnings that Washing- 
ton wasn’t to be trusted. 
But his comments mirror 
those around the time of 
Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers, which 
saw Tehran’s nuclear pro- 
gram greatly curtailed in 
exchange for the lifting of 
economic sanctions. Yet 
it remains unclear just how 
much room Pezeshkian will 
have to maneuver, particu- 
larly as tensions remain high 
in the wider Middle East 
over the Israel-Hamas war 
and as the U.S. prepares for 
a presidential election in 


November. 
“This does not mean that 
we cannot interact with the 
same enemy in certain situ- 
ations,” Khamenei said, ac- 
cording to a transcript on 
his official website. “There is 
no harm in that, but do not 
place your hopes in them.” 
Khamenei, who has the fi- 


nal say on all state matters, 
also warned Pezeshkian’s 
Cabinet, “Do not trust the 
enemy.” 
Khamenei, 85, has occa- 
sionally urged talks or dis- 
missed them with Wash- 
ington after then-President 
Donald Trump unilaterally 
withdrew the United States 


from the deal in 2018. 
There have been indirect 
talks between Iran and the 
U.S. in recent years medi- 
ated by Oman and Qatar, 
two of the United States’ 
Middle East interlocutors 
when it comes to Iran. 
Khamenei’s remarks came 
a day after Qatar’s prime 


minister visited the country. 
Asked for comment, the 
U.S. State Department told 
The Associated Press: “We 
will judge Iran’s leadership 
by their actions, not their 
words.” 
“We have long said that we 
ultimately view diplomacy 
as the best way to achieve 
an effective, sustainable 
solution 
with 
regard 
to 
Iran’s nuclear program,” 
it said. “However, we are 
far away from anything like 
that right now given Iran’s 
escalations 
across 
the 
board, including its nuclear 
escalations and its failure 
to cooperate” with the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency, the United Nations 
nuclear watchdog. 
“If Iran wants to demon- 
strate seriousness or a new 
approach, 
they 
should 
stop nuclear escalations 
and start meaningfully co- 
operating with the IAEA,” it 
said. 
Since the deal’s collapse, 
Iran has abandoned all 
limits that the deal put on 
its program, and enriches 
uranium to up to 60% purity 
near weapons-grade levels 
of 90%.q 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 
former head of investiga- 
tions for Mexico’s Attor- 
ney General’s Office told 
officials investigating the 
2014 disappearance of 43 
students that the so-called 
“historic truth” presented to 
the public weeks later was 
cooked up by the highest 
ranking authorities in the 
government during meet- 
ings presided over by then- 
President Enrique Peña Ni- 
eto, a Mexican news outlet 
reported Monday. 
Tomás Zerón, a fugitive 
now in Israel beyond the 
reach of Mexican law en- 
forcement, told investiga- 
tors that the president and 
members of his security 
Cabinet were present, the 
independent 
journalism 
collective Fabrica de Peri- 
odismo reported. 
It quoted from Zerón’s an- 


swers to a lengthy question- 
naire sent to him in 2022 by 
Mexico’s top human rights 
official at the time, Alejan- 
dro Encinas, which was re- 
leased under a freedom of 
information request. 


The “historic truth” version 
contended the students 
were turned over by lo- 
cal police to a drug gang 
in the city of Iguala. The 
gang purportedly killed the 
students, incinerated their 


bodies at a dump in near- 
by Cocula and tossed the 
remains into a river. 
Subsequent investigations 
by independent experts 
and the Attorney General’s 
Office, and corroborated 
by the Truth Commission es- 
tablished for the case, have 
since dismissed the idea 
the bodies were burned at 
the dump. 
A local drug gang was in- 
deed involved, they deter- 
mined, but the Truth Com- 
mission also believes cor- 
rupt members of Mexico’s 
military as well as police at 
all levels were, too. 
Encinas, the human rights 
official, previously referred 
to high-level meetings of 
officials to discuss the “his- 
toric truth” version, but 
without identifying all of 
those present. 
According to Zerón, the 


meetings were attended 
by the president as well as 
his security Cabinet and 
then-Attorney 
General 
Jesús Murillo Karam. Murillo 
Karam has been credited 
with calling the explanation 
of the students’ disappear- 
ance the “historic truth” 
and has been under house 
arrest awaiting trial. Peña 
Nieto now lives in Spain. 
Zerón, who is accused of 
torture and forced disap- 
pearance, did not provide 
any detail on Peña Nieto’s 
involvement other than to 
say he was at the meetings. 
Encinas, who resigned from 
his post last year, has said 
he offered Zerón a deal 
for his cooperation in the 
investigation. Asked about 
the case Monday, Presi- 
dent Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador said Zerón should 
turn himself in.q 


In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei speaks during a meeting with the President Masoud Pezeshkian’s 
administration, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Iran’s supreme leader opens door to negotiations with United 
States over Tehran’s nuclear program 


Relatives of the 43 Ayotzinapa students who went missing almost 
10 years ago march to demand justice for their loved ones in 
Mexico City, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Fugitive ex-official implicates Mexican ex-president, others in tale 
spun of student disappearances 
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Aruban snacks and where to find them 


ORANJESTAD — Want to 
taste something different 
for a change? How about 
some Aruban snacks that 
you can find all around the 
island? Hop in your car, and 
go to these locations to find 
some of the most popular 
and tasty snacks that are 
beloved by our locals. 


One of the staples of Aru- 
ban cuisine and snacks is 
the Pastechi. Pastechi is a 
Caribbean fried pastry that 
is filled with cheese, meat, 
chicken, 
veggies 
and 
sometimes even fish! Or per- 
haps you might want to try 
a croquette, locally called 
a “kroket,” which is a crusty 


fried snack with typically a 
meat and dough mix filling. 
The Aruban kroket is based 
on its Dutch counterpart, 
the “bitterbal”. 


These two snacks are typi- 
cally found in all local snack 
trucks, which can be found 
all over the island, including 
on the side of the main road 
that stretches from San 
Nicolas to the Hotel Area. 
You can also find pastechis 
and krokets at local bak- 
eries and snack shops, like 
Bright Bakery in Piedra Plat, 
Huchada in Santa Cruz or 
Pastechi House in the city 
center. These places may 
also sell other snacks and 


sandwiches too, perfect for 
on-the-road lunch break. 


While you’re at it, why not 
accompany 
your 
snack 
with a refreshing “batido”? 
Batidos are fruit shakes, 
typically made with added 
milk for some creaminess. 
However, you can also ask 
to hold the milk. Batidos are 
commonly found in snack 
shops too. You may find 
some batido shops next the 
flee markets downtown, or 
if you’re on your way to San 
Nicolas, at Mauchi Smooth- 
ies and Juice Bar in Sava- 
neta (located at the side of 
the main road). 


If you are looking for some- 
thing a bit more fresh and 
healthy, why not try some 
coconuts, or shaved ice 
from local vendors? These 
vendors carry their little 
shop at the back of their 
truck, so they are ever- 
moving around the island. 
However, there are a few 
spots where you can al- 
most always find a coco- 
nut/shaved ice vendor: 
1. Right next to the Red 
Anchor in San Nicolas, 
on the way to Baby 
Beach. 
2. Along the main road 
next to the airport field. 
3. At the California Light 
House. 


4. At the Alto Vista Cha- 
pel. 


These vendors may also sell 
other delights, like the be- 
loved coconut-based des- 
sert “cocada” or peanuts. 
All in all, in Aruba, you can 
always find some place 
to take a break and have 
a bite of something local, 
you maybe just might have 
to look for them!q 


Photo credit: wheninaruba. 
com 


LIV Casino at Barcelo Aruba Unveils Exciting New Slot Machines: Jackpot Carnival™ 


Palm Beach, Aruba – LIV Casino at Barcelo 
Aruba is thrilled to announce the arrival of an 
exhilarating new addition to our gaming floor: 
the Jackpot Carnival™ slot machines. These 
innovative machines promise to bring an un- 
paralleled level of excitement and fun to our 
esteemed guests. 


Jackpot Carnival™: Where the Fun Never 
Stops! 
Step right up and immerse yourself in the vi- 
brant world of Jackpot Carnival™! This latest 
offering from Aristocrat is set to redefine your 
gaming experience with its engaging features 
and captivating gameplay. Here’s what play- 
ers can look forward to: 
•	 
Beloved Aristocrat Characters: Jackpot 
Carnival™ brings together your favorite 


Aristocrat characters, creating a familiar 
yet fresh gaming environment that players 
will love. 
•	 
Clown Feature: Boogie up the multiplier 
chart with the return of the popular Clown 
feature, adding a whimsical and reward- 
ing twist to your game. 
•	 
New Hammer Bonus: Experience the all- 
new hammer bonus that comes packed 
with credit prizes and free games, provid- 
ing endless opportunities to win big. 
•	 
Immersive Carnival Theme: The vibrant 
carnival theme enhances the excitement, 
offering a visually stunning and entertain- 
ing atmosphere. 


Experience the Carnival Magic 
“We are beyond excited to introduce the 
Jackpot Carnival™ slot machines to our guests 
at LIV Casino,” said Carlo Falconi, at LIV Ca- 
sino at Barcelo Aruba. “These machines not 
only offer a unique and entertaining gaming 
experience but also bring a sense of nostalgia 
with the return of beloved features and char- 
acters. We invite all our guests to join us and 
discover the magic of the carnival right here 
at LIV Casino.” 


About LIV Casino at Barcelo Aruba 
LIV Casino, located within the luxurious Barcelo 
Aruba, offers a premier gaming experience in 
the heart of Palm Beach. Our casino features 
a wide variety of slot machines, table games, 
and a Florin Machines area, ensuring an unfor- 
gettable experience for every guest. Whether 
you're a seasoned player or a first-time visitor, 


LIV Casino is the perfect destination for excite- 
ment and entertainment.q 


Visit Us Today! 
For more information, please visit our website 
at www.livaruba.com 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at La Cabana Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great 
pleasure of recognizing Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba. The honorees were respectively honored 
with a certificate for their years of visits, loyalty, 
and love for the island of Aruba. 
The honorary certification is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism as a token of apprecia- 
tion and to say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or more 
consecutively. 


The three levels of honor are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visit- 
ing Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors 
Mr. Brendan & Mrs. Aziza Gilligan from New Hamp- 
shire, United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems representing the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority, and staff members of La Cabana 
Resort bestowed the certificate upon the hon- 
orees, presented them with gifts, and thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite vaca- 
tion destination, as their home away from home. 


The top reasons for returning to Aruba provided 
by the honorees were 
•	 
Aruba’s	beaches. 
•	 
Aruba’s	weather. 
•	 
Aruba’s	very	safe. 
•	 
“Kids	friendly	island” 
•	 
“Easy	island	to	explore” 
On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we 
would	like	to	express	our	sincere	gratitude	and	 
appreciation to the honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Ever heard of the cah’i orgel? 
A key instrument in Aruban folklore music 


(Oranjestad)—The cah’i orgel music box is 
an important and unique instrument that is 
used on the ABC islands in the Dutch Carib- 
bean. This instrument is a staple in our folklore 


music, and its significance in the traditions of 
Aruba has and continues to bring together 
the old and young. 


The	origin	of	the	cah’i	orgel	 
is said to have come from 
Europe around 150 years ago. 
A cross breed between the 
barrel piano and the organ, 
the most popular stories said 
that the instrument came from 
either England or Germany, 
but made its way to Italy 
down to Venezuela, where 
in 1881, Mr. Horatio Sprock 
(1866-1949) from Curacao 
was first introduced to it. After 
that, Sprock made his own 
cah’i	orgel	“Josefina”,	and	 
successfully debuted it on 
the streets of Barquisimeto. 
Back in Curacao, he started 
his	own	cah’i	orgel	business	 
along with his brother Luis. 
In Aruba, it is said that the 
cah’i	orgel	was	introduced	 
by Rufo Wever, who later in 
his career became one of 
the composers for the Aruban 
national anthem. 
Rufo Wever was a young 
musician in 1937 when he 
established	 his	 own	 cah’i	 
orgel business on the island. 
Before	that	he	experimented	 
with	his	uncle’s	cah’i	orgel,	 
and he over the years he 
learned to build and repair 
the instrument. In fact, he 
was incredibly skilled in this, 
and he was one of the few 
to have recognized from the 
start	that	the	cah’i	orgel	is	 


an instrument that needs 
preserving. 
As	mentioned,	the	cah’i	orgel	 
is	a	music	box.	made	from	 
mahogany wood, it contains 
a	cylinder	with	a	maximum	of	 
eight music pieces. By rotat- 
ing the lever on the front side 
of	the	box,	the	cah’i	orgel	 
produces music similar to 
that of a piano, and is ac- 
companied often by some- 
one else playing the “wiri”, a 
percussion instrument made 
out of steel and reminiscent 
to the Spanish guiro. Back 
then, you would often also 
find someone playing the 
triangle	alongside	the	cah’i	 
orgel and wiri. In Aruba, the 
cah’i	orgel	and	wiri	is	used	for	 
traditional music genres, such 
as the Aruban waltz, tumba, 
mazurka and more. 
Fun fact: another name for 
the	cah’i	orgel	is	the	“tingilingi	 
box.”q 


Source: “E Cilinder Magico 
entre Aruba y Curaçao” by 
Marilyn Alcalá-Wallé, Herta 
Parabirsing-Balentina and Ni- 
dia Rosaria-Wallé. 
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Granting the Shoco a future in Aruba: Renewed conservation efforts 
for Aruba’s endangered endemic burrowing owl 
By: Aruba Birdlife Conservation, Greg Peterson 


This year marks the reacti- 
vation of Shoco conserva- 
tion efforts, which had been 
disrupted by the Covid-19 
lockdowns. Over the past 
few years, Shocos have 
faced 
increasing 
chal- 
lenges in finding safe and 
suitable breeding locations 
across many areas of our 
island. 


Tera 
Cora, 
the 
coastal 
area behind the Tierra del 
Sol golf course, was once 
a high biodiversity area 
and one of the most im- 
portant breeding grounds 
for the Aruba Burrowing 
Owl (Athene cunicularia 
arubensis), locally known as 
the “Shoco.” In 2019, to im- 


prove the Shocos’ chances 
of survival, the first 20 artifi- 
cial burrows were installed 
at the Tierra del Sol Golf 
Course. The primary rea- 
son for providing Shocos 


with alternative breeding 
opportunities was the sys- 
tematic destruction of their 
natural burrows at Tera 
Cora, due to unregulated 
UTV and ATV off-roading 


activities. Over 90% of their 
natural burrows at Tera 
Cora were destroyed with- 
in just a few years follow- 
ing the introduction of off- 
roading adventure tourism, 
and many Shocos are still 
killed to date by the reck- 
less driving of off-road ve- 
hicles. It is well known, both 
locally and internationally, 
that Aruba’s unsustainable, 
including the so-called ‘ad- 
venture’, tourism has come 
at a very high cost to the is- 
land’s natural environment 
and biodiversity. 
Earlier this year, discussions 
were initiated with the new 
owners of the golf course 
regarding the existing Sho- 
co conservation project. 


The new owners, the Ibero- 
star group, have agreed 
to continue supporting the 
project and is committed 
to taking it a step further. 
Maintenance will be per- 
formed on the existing ar- 
tificial burrows as the golf 
course undergoes renova- 
tions and upgrades, and 
12 new artificial burrows will 
be added at safe locations 
around the golf course in- 
creasing the total number 
to 32. 
This specific Shoco conser- 
vation project, led by the 
Aruba Birdlife Conserva- 
tion, will be integrated into 
the new golf course design 
and branding, bringing in 
an educational q 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Renaissance 
Wind Creek Aruba Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure 
of 
recognizing 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The honorees were 
respectively honored with 
a certificate for their years 
of visits, loyalty, and love 
for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say “Masha Danki” 
to guests who have visited 
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 


The three levels of honor 
are as follows: 


Distinguished 
Visitor 
(10>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill 
Ambassador 
(20>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald 
Ambassador 
(35>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 


Goodwill Ambassadors 
Mr. Joe & Mrs. Deborah 
Paulo from Somers Con- 
necticut, United States. 
Mr. 
Ayden 
Paulo 
from 
Somers Connecticut, Unit- 
ed States, 


Mr. Jorgino Willems rep- 
resenting the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority, and staff 
members of Renaissance 
Wind Creek Aruba Resort 
bestowed the certificate 
upon the honorees, pre- 
sented them with gifts, and 
thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite va- 
cation destination, as their 
home away from home. 


The top reasons for return- 
ing to Aruba provided by 
the honorees were: 
•	 
Aruba’s	people. 
•	 
Aruba’s	 
weather	 


& beaches are perfect for 
diving. 
•	 
Aruba’s	restaurants. 


•	 
“Brought	 our	 fami- 
lies together from all over 
to vacation together” 
•	 
“We	feel	safe	here” 


On behalf of the Aruba 


Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and ap- 
preciation to the honorees 
for their continued visits to 
the “One Happy Island”. q 
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want to know more about this beauti- 
ful and archaic site. There is a Malmok 
Paleolithic cemetery. This Stone Age 
site is situated at a distance of 200 me- 
ters south and 300 meters north of the 
sea, parallel to the former Salina, or 
salt lake. The site shares its sandy sub- 
soil with the salt lake. This limestone is 
part of the Lower Terrace formation, 
formed during a period of rising sea 
level. Most commonly forms in clear, 
warm, shallow marine waters. It is usu- 
ally an organic sedimentary rock that 
forms from the accumulation of shell, 
coral, algae, etc. 
Most of the area in the Malmok site is 
flat terrain near the Salina. However, 
some dunes exist in the western part 
of the site. Rock markings and turtle 
shell-covered graves were found in 
the dunes slightly above the plain. This 
means that the dunes were already 
present in the period when the burial 
activities took place in Malmok. The 
graves in their relation to the present 
surface suggest that the surface was 
essentially the same in prehistory as it 
is today. 


The Neolithic agro-ceramic tribes also 
occupied this abundant and resource- 
full area, which marine supply must 
have sustained their peaceful exis- 
tence. Relatives buried their dead’s in 
the ground near their settlement, some 


with special gifts as social status dis- 
tinctions in their grave. However, oth- 
ers were found with seeds to be plant- 
ed in the afterlife, while a few had any 
traceable gifts at all. During rituals, 
corpses were first buried in the ground; 
after several months or even years, the 
bones were excavated and cleaned 
with meticulous care. These skeletal 
remains subsequently obtain their per- 
manent resting place in a fairly small 
urn or vessel. Natives gave great care 
and devotion to their dead. So you 
must imagine that people since thou- 
sands of years have been very grate- 
ful to have enjoyed the pleasure of this 
paradisiac island for its clear, calm, 
and generous nature. 


If you liked our native stories and are in- 
terested in learning the true identity of 
Aruba, a visit to Etnia Nativa would be 
a fantastic choice. It has been a trend 
setter since 1994, as a co-founder of 
projects such as Arikok National Park, 
the Archaeological Museum, and the 
Artisan Foundation, among others. Ev- 
ery week, this newspaper continues to 
share its valuable knowledge. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to feel the island’s 
spirit through learning real stories that 
are not just remembered; they reso- 
nate, they’re felt, and they stir souls. 
Book your visit: WhatsApp +297 592 
2702 etnianativa03@gmail.com. q 


Traces of Paleolithic at Malmok 
Episode CCLXVIII - 268 


The island’s unique native gem, Etnia Nativa, blends 
education and entertainment, offering interactive ex- 
periences to a select few. This is your private oppor- 
tunity to tour a beautiful property made with reused 
materials collected by its owner, a top columnist and 
Aruba’s cultural expert. Book your visit and dive deep 
into the navel of the island. 


Through this weekly column, it shares the most in- 
teresting and revealing stories about this tiny tourist 
destination and its thousands of years of pre-history. 
Spreading how human experience shapes our lives 
and culture, discover what will enlighten and spice 
up your stayover. Aid your curiosity; feel like an Aru- 
ban native. 


This new episode elaborates on the Paleolithic cem- 
etery at Malmok. Historical evidence reveals that Pa- 
leolithic nomadic tribes reached our island thousands 
of years before the arrival of agro-ceramist groups 
from the Amazon and Orinoco regions. 
In the process of discovering the island’s landscapes 
and topography, you will reach the Malmok area, 
which offers a perfect and relaxing coast line and 
beaches. During your drive around, you will probably 
notice and differentiate three basic geological for- 
mations: one is a hilly part, the second an undulating 
part, and a third part consisting of limestone, which 
embraces these two zones and also forms the coast 
line. 


The picture shows you how calm and peacefully you 
can swim in the Malmok area. Now for those who 
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Did you know about... 
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 2) 


(Oranjestad)—In Yesterday’s is- 
sue, we’ve provided some basic 
rules when driving on the four-lane 
highways and roundabouts on the 
island. Today, we want to offer you 
more tips and tricks when it comes 
to driving on the roads and high- 
ways of Aruba. 


Speed limit in certain areas 


As mentioned in yesterday’s issue, 
the legal minimum and maximum 
speed limit on the island is 50 and 
80 km/h respectively. However, 
there are some areas where it is 
mandated to drive up to a cer- 
tain speed. This is always indicated 
by a circular traffic sign with red 
border and the number 50 on it. 
Signs like these are always paired 


by a similar sign with the number 
crossed out further down the road. 
This means that the mandate for 
this speed is now over; you may in- 
crease your velocity. Red borders 
on traffic sign—whether it’s a circle 
or triangle—usually signal a warn- 
ing, prohibition or preference. 


Besides the “50” sign, you may also 


encounter a traffic sign that says 
“bebouwde kom”. These can be 
found in San Nicolas and Oranjes- 
tad. Bebouwde kom sings are rect- 
angular and blue, and essentially 
tell you that you are in a heavily in- 
habited area. The maximum speed 
limit in a bebouwde kom is 50 km/h. 
Just like the previous pair, bebou- 
wde kom signs are also paired with 
a similar sign crossed out. 


Priority signs 
On the main roads of Aruba (not 
the highways), you may see a 
yellow, squared sign with a white 
border. This sign tells you that on 
this road, you have priority and all 
other traffic should yield to you. This 
sign can be seen in Savaneta for 
example. So, if you are driving on 
the main road in Savaneta going 
to San Nicolas, you are driving on 
a single long road, and other cars 
that want to get on this main road 
or cross it, either from an intersec- 
tion or from a dirt road, must all 
wait until traffic on the main road 
is clear. In other words, you do not 
have to stop for them. This sign too 
has a counter part that indicates 
that your priority is over. 


Another priority sign you may en- 
counter is a triangle sign with a red 
border and something that looks 
like a cross. You’ll see this sign in 
an intersection. The general rule of 
thumb for crossing an intersection 
that do not contain traffic lights, 
roundabouts, sign or arrows on the 
road, is to always yield for traffic on 
your right. However, if you encoun- 
ter this sign on your side of the inter- 
section, you have priority over the 
other cars, even the one on your 
right. 


However, be careful not to con- 
fuse this sign with a similar up-side 
down triangle, also found on inter- 
sections. This sign is a prohibition 
sign, telling you that you have to 
stop and give other cars priority. Of 
course you also have a “stop” sign 
that mean the same thing. The stop 
sign is generally used for tricky inter- 
sections with minimal view of oppo- 
site incoming traffic. 


These are some of the basic rules 
that you would have to know if 
you decide to drive on the island. 
These are of course other traffic 
signs, and we recommend you visit 
aruba-travelguide.com for an ex- 
tensive overview of all traffic signs 
used on Aruba.q 


Picture credits: aruba-travelguide.com 


bebouwde kom 
end bebouwde kom 
end priority 


end speed limit 
intersection priority 
priority 


speed limit 
stop sign 
triangle stop sign 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: September 03 - 24 2024 
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House for sale 
savaneta near zee rover 
5 min walk to the ocean 
2 BR 2 Bath Fixer upper 
Land 1330 m2 lease land ocean 
view 
Price :$250,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 31 Room # 2345 
$6000 
1 BR WK # 34 Room # 2316 
$4000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 BR 2 Bath Ocean side 
Price :$ 25 ,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
gold season 
2 BR 2 bath ocean side $13 K 
2 BR 2 bath ovean view $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott destination points 
For sale at $ 4 a points 
transfer fee $3 a points 
education fee :$ 300 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Washington noord 
5 min drive to Palm beach and 
eagle beach 
4 BR 4 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $ 600,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Cumana near C Mart 
10 min drive to nikki Beach , 
eagle beach and palm beach 
2 BR 3 bath with a studio ap- 
partment and pool 
Price : $450,000 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Time share release 
do you want to sell your time 
share 
Contact the experts 
38 years of experience 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Commercial Area 
eagle near gloria Mall 
Lease land 2630 sqm 
Permint approve to build 
12 commercial units 6 ground 
floor 6 1 st floor 
Price : $750,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


________________________________218250 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 33 room # 4120 
27 weeks remaining on the 
contract 
Price :$6 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Property land 
Palm Beach prime location 
771 m2 
Price :$450 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera : tel.588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — More 
than 20 people return- 
ing to the U.S. from Cuba 
have been infected with 
a virus transmitted by bugs 
in recent months, federal 
health officials said Tues- 
day. They all had Oro- 
pouche virus disease, also 
known as sloth fever. 
None 
have 
died, 
and 
there is no evidence that 
it’s spreading in the Unit- 
ed States. But officials are 
warning U.S. doctors to 
be on the lookout for the 
infection in travelers com- 
ing from Cuba and South 
America. Here’s a look 
at the illness and what 
sparked the alert: 
What is Oropouche virus? 
Oropouche is a virus that is 
native to forested tropical 
areas. It was first identified 
in 1955 in a 24-year-old for- 
est worker on the island of 
Trinidad, and was named 
for a nearby village and 
wetlands.q 


This 
2014 
photo 
made 
available by the U.S. Centers 
for 
Disease 
Control 
and 
Prevention shows a feeding 
female Anopheles funestus 
mosquito. 


Associated Press 


What to know about the 
Oropouche virus, also 
known as sloth fever 
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By H. HOLLINGSWORTH and 
BRUCE SCHREINER 
Associated Press 
Dolly Parton’s father grew 
up poor and never got the 
chance to learn to read. 
Inspired by her upbring- 
ing, over the past three 
decades, the 78-year-old 
country music legend has 
made it her mission to im- 
prove 
literacy 
through 
her 
Imagination 
Library 
book giveaway program. 
And in recent years, it has 
expanded 
statewide 
in 
places like Missouri and 
Kentucky, two of 21 states 
where all children under 
the age of 5 can enroll to 
have books mailed to their 
homes monthly. 
To celebrate, she made 
stops Tuesday in both states 
to promote the program 
and tell the story of her fa- 
ther, Robert Lee Parton, 
who died in 2000. 
“In the mountains, a lot 
of people never had a 
chance to go to school be- 
cause they had to work on 
the farms,” she said at the 
Folly Theater in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 
“They had to do whatever 
it took to keep the rest of 


the family going.” 
Parton, the fourth of 12 chil- 
dren from a poor Appala- 
chian family, said her father 
was “one of the smartest 
people I’ve ever known,” 
but he was embarrassed 
that he couldn’t read. 
And so she decided to help 
other kids, initially rolling out 
the program in a single 
county in her home state of 


Tennessee in 1995. It spread 
quickly from there, and to- 
day over 3 million books 
are sent out each month 
240 million to kids world- 
wide since it started. 
Missouri covers the full cost 
of the program, which to- 
taled $11 million in the lat- 
est fiscal year. 
Most of the other states 
chip in money through a 


cost-sharing model. 
“The kids started calling me 
the ‘book lady,’” Parton 
said. 
“And Daddy was more 
proud of that than he was 
that I was a star. But Daddy 
got to feeling like he had 
really done some great as 
well.” 
Parton, who earned the 
Grammy Lifetime Achieve- 


ment Award a decade 
ago, said she eventually 
wants to see the program 
in every state. She said she 
is proud that her dad lived 
long enough to see the pro- 
gram get off the ground. 
“That was kind of my way 
to honor my dad, because 
the Bible says to honor your 
father and mother,” she 
said. 
“And I don’t think that just 
means, ‘just obey.’ I think 
it means to bring honor to 
their name and to them.” 
Parton is an author herself 
whose titles include the 
1996 children’s book “Coat 
of Many Colors,” which is 
part of the book giveaway 
program. 
As she prepared to sing 
her famous song by the 
same name, she explained 
that it is about a coat her 
mother made her from a 
patchwork of mismatched 
fabric, since the family was 
too poor to afford a large 
piece of a single fabric. 
Parton was proud of it be- 
cause her mother likened it 
the multicolored coat that 
is told about in the Bible a 
fantastic gift from Jacob to 
his son Joseph.q 


By JAMES POLLARD 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The no- 
tion that online gaming 
could help players develop 
charitable habits seemed 
bold when the anti-poverty 
nonprofit Comic Relief US 
tested its own multiverse on 
the popular world-building 
app Roblox last year. 
As 
philanthropy 
wrestles 
with how to authentically 
engage new generations 
of digitally savvy donors, 
Comic Relief US CEO Alison 
Moore said it was “auda- 
cious” to design an expe- 
rience that still maintained 
the “twinkle” of the organi- 
zation that’s behind enter- 
tainment-driven fundraisers 
like Red Nose Day. 
But the launch was suc- 
cessful enough that Comic 
Relief US is expanding the 
game this year. Kids Relief’s 


second annual “Game to 
Change the World” cam- 
paign features a magical 
new Roblox world, an ex- 
clusive virtual concert and 
a partner in children’s tele- 
vision pioneer Nickelode- 
on. 
The goal is to instill empathy 
and raise money through 


a scavenger hunt across 
various realms, including 
SpongeBob 
SquarePants 
and Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. Users travel through 
portals to collect magical 
tools that will improve their 
surroundings. The net pro- 
ceeds from in-game pur- 
chases will be donated. 


The 
community-building 
inherent in collaborative 
gaming is intended to sub- 
tly encourage off-screen 
acts of kindness. “It’s a little 
bit like me helping you, you 
helping me all of us togeth- 
er. I love the idea of doing 
that in a game space,” 
Moore told The Associated 
Press. “It’s not meant to be 
a banner ad or a sign that 
says, ‘Do Good.’ It’s meant 
to be emblematic in the 
gameplay itself.” 
Nickelodeon is also promot- 
ing an instructional guide 
for kids to start their own lo- 
cal projects in real life such 
as backpack drives. 
Quests are delivered from 
wizards voiced by “Doctor 
Who” icon David Tennant, 
“Veep” star Tony Hale and 
“Never Have I Ever” actress 
Maitreyi 
Ramakrishnan. 
One wizard invites users to 


“embark on an enchant- 
ed journey to awaken the 
heart of your community.” 
The campaign will culmi- 
nate in a weekend music 
festival on Roblox begin- 
ning Sept. 13 that features 
rock band Imagine Drag- 
ons, whose lead singer Dan 
Reynolds has focused his 
philanthropy on LGBTQ+ 
causes. Virtual acts also in- 
clude Conan Gray, Poppy, 
d4vd and Alexander Stew- 
art all musical artists who 
got their big breaks on You- 
Tube. 
Moore said she was “blown 
away” by last year’s num- 
bers. The inaugural game 
has been played for over 
32 billion minutes and one 
performance received the 
highest “concert thumbs 
up rating” ever on Roblox, 
according to Comic Relief 
US.q 


Dolly Parton addresses attendees at an event celebrating the Missouri statewide expansion of 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. 


Associated Press 


Dolly Parton is sending free books to children across 21 states and 
around the world 


This image provided by Comic Relief US shows the virtual realm 
of the nonprofit’s new ‘Game to Change the World.’ 


Associated Press 


Comic Relief US launches new Roblox game to help children build 
community virtually and in real life 
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By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Soccer Writer 
When Cheyna Matthews 
got pregnant with her first 
child back in 2018, she had 
a lot of questions. 
In addition to concerns 
about her legal rights as a 
professional soccer play- 
er, how would she man- 
age pregnancy and the 
birth? 
And, 
importantly, 
when could she safely play 
again? 
“We play a lot of times be- 
cause we love it. But now 
it’s also providing the fi- 
nancial security. So when 
you’re thinking of having 
children it’s like, `OK, I also 
have to figure out how I 
can get back to work.’ 
And when you’re working 
with your body, it’s one of 
the most important things,” 
Matthews said. 
In an effort to give players 
and teams alike a guide for 
best practices surrounding 
maternity, global players’ 
union FIFPRO released a 
guide on Tuesday that cov- 
ers how to manage preg- 
nancy, what to expect in 


childbirth and how to pre- 
pare for a return to soccer. 
Matthews, who retired from 
pro soccer in 2023, along 
with United States left back 
Crystal 
Dunn, 
Germany 
goalkeeper Almuth Schult 
and Iceland midfielder Sara 
Bjork Gunnarsdottir, helped 
devise FIFPRO’s “Postpar- 


tum Return to Play Guide.” 
The protocol builds on FI- 
FA’s groundbreaking regu- 
lations concerning materni- 
ty and parental rights that 
were first enacted in 2021 
and expanded earlier this 
year. 
Dr. Alex Culvin, FIFPRO di- 
rector of policy and strate- 


gic relations for women’s 
soccer, said FIFA’s new 
regulations and the protec- 
tions that were put in place 
increased 
the 
likelihood 
that more players would 
feel comfortable starting 
families during their playing 
careers, but there was very 
little guidance about what 


pregnancy, childbirth and 
recovery looked like. 
“There is this perceived in- 
compatibility, not just in 
football, in sport more gen- 
erally, that you can’t have 
a child and be an athlete. 
And actually there are 
players out there who have 
disproven this on a daily 
basis,” Culvin said. “So we 
wanted to kind of bring all 
of this together, and ele- 
vate and listen to the player 
voice, centralize their expe- 
riences alongside experts 
on the scientific literature, 
and create something that 
hadn’t been produced be- 
fore, with the FIFPRO stamp 
on it.” 
The 
medical 
profession- 
als who contributed to the 
guide were Dr. Pippa Ben- 
nett of the U.K. Sports In- 
stitute, Dr. Rita Tomas, the 
team physician for the Por- 
tuguese women’s national 
team, professor Kirsty Elliott- 
Sale with the Manchester 
Metropolitan University’s In- 
stitute of Sport, and FIFPRO 
Chief Medial Officer Dr. Vin- 
cent Gouttebarge.q 


Jamaica’s Cheyna Matthews in action against Brazil’s Adriana during the Women’s World Cup 
Group F soccer match between Jamaica and Brazil in Melbourne, Australia, Aug. 2, 2023. 
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Global players’ union builds on FIFA regulations with a guide for 
expectant mothers 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Top-ranked Iga Swiatek 
fought through a tough first-round match 
at the U.S. Open on Tuesday, while two- 
time champion Naomi Osaka made an 
impressive return to the tournament by 
beating No. 10 Jelena Ostapenko 6-3, 6-2. 
Osaka, the 2018 and 2020 champion in 
Flushing Meadows, needed only 64 min- 
utes to oust Ostapenko, the 2017 French 
Open champion. It was the kind of per- 
formance that was standard from Osaka 
when she reached No. 1 in the rankings 
and won four Grand Slam titles between 
2018-21. 
But she had missed large gaps of time 
since, first for mental health breaks and 


then after giving birth, and just this month 
posted on social media about the strug- 
gles of not playing as well as she used to 
after failing to qualify for the tournament 
in Cincinnati. 
She smashed 19 winners against only five 
unforced errors Tuesday. 
Swiatek had a more difficult time, edging 
Kamilla Rakhimova 6-4, 7-6 (6). The 2022 
champion was one point away from be- 
ing forced to a third set when Rakhimo- 
va took a 6-3 lead in the tiebreaker. But 
Swiatek recovered and won the next five 
points, finishing the match when her oppo- 
nent missed a backhand. 
Swiatek improved to 22-1 in first-round 
matches at Grand Slams, including 6-0 at 
the U.S. Open.q 


Iga Swiatek, of Poland, waves to fans after defeating Kamilla 
Rakhimova, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. 
Associated Press 


No. 1 Swiatek shakes off tough test, Naomi Osaka wins 
impressively in her return to the U.S. Open 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — The PGA 
Tour postseason could use 
a change in scenery. 
One solution that has no 
logistical possibility would 
be a new perk for the No. 
1 seed. 
Along with starting the Fe- 
dEx Cup finale with a two- 
shot lead, the top player 
would get to choose where 
to play the Tour Champi- 
onship. The only caveat is 
it couldn’t be the player’s 
home course. 
“It used to be East Lake,” 
Xander 
Schauffele 
said 
when asked for his choice. 
He probably was more 
honest 
than 
sarcastic. 
Schauffele has failed to 
break par only three times 
in 28 rounds at East Lake. 
And those three rounds 
were all at even-par 70. But 
now East Lake has been 
changed 
dramatically, 
and Schauffele has reason 
to be leery. 
Rory McIlroy picked Quail 
Hollow, where he has won 
four times. Scottie Schef- 
fler leaned toward either 
the TPC Scottsdale or Bay 
Hill, “something with hard 
greens.” He has won at 
both venues. Hideki Mat- 
suyama had to be re- 
minded Augusta National 
is closed until October. He 
nodded, smiled and settled 
on Riviera, where he shot 
62 on the last day to win 
this year. 
Something 
needs 
to 
change, and it’s not just 
the steamy weather. 
The PGA Tour prefers conti- 
nuity to build familiarity. The 
format for the postseason 
has changed four times 
since 2007. 
The most obvious change 
was 
going 
to 
“starting 
strokes,” 
which 
is 
why 
Scheffler starts at 10-under 
par with a two-shot lead. 


But the biggest tweak was 
reducing the field 70 play- 
ers instead of 125 players at 


the start, down to 50 for the 
second event and 30 for 
the finale. 
That’s not the problem. 
What 
makes 
the 
BMW 
Championship stand out is 
moving it around. The sec- 
ond of three playoff events 
goes from Castle Pines 
outside Denver this year to 
Caves Valley outside Balti- 
more next year. Bellerive in 
St. Louis and Liberty Nation- 
al across the Hudson River 
from Manhattan are next in 
line. 
The other two don’t move. 
Yes, the heat can be un- 
bearable in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, in August. But it’s 
not necessarily any cooler 
in New Jersey or Missouri 
or most other places. The 
crowd is flat at the TPC 
Southwind, at least on the 


weekdays. The start of the 
playoffs doesn’t have a lot 
of buzz. 


Of 
course, 
there’s 
that 
small matter of the building 
to the right of the fifth fair- 
way at the TPC Southwind 
FedEx headquarters, the 
company paying quite a 
freight. 
The TPC Southwind used 
to stage a regular PGA 
Tour event held before the 
U.S. Open (it’s hot in June, 
too, by the way). And then 
when the tour lost a title 
sponsor for Firestone, Mem- 
phis took over as a World 
Golf Championship. And 
now it’s a playoff opener. 
The course performs well for 
tournament golf, especially 
the closing holes. It rarely 
lacks for drama. But it lacks 
the electricity, outside of 
an afternoon thunderstorm 
in the summer. 
Throw in the points system 


and the vibe coming out 
of the last two weeks was 
whether the top players 


even need to be there. Par- 
ticipation becomes a prob- 
lem, and $20 million purses 
are no longer enough to 
compel players to be there. 
McIlroy was asking himself 
why he needed to play 
in Memphis. He had just 
finished in a tie for 68th 
(against a 70-man field) 
and dropped all the way 
from No. 3 to No. 5. 
Schauffele raised a similar 
question last week in the 
mile-high air south of Den- 
ver. Outside of winning, he 
was going to be No. 2 com- 
ing into East Lake even if he 
didn’t play. The thought 
crossed his mind as he 
was leaving Paris after the 
Olympics. 
He thought back to some- 
thing his father always told 
him. Would he regret not 


playing? He chose the 
BMW Championship, de- 
ciding it was the best way 
to be prepared for East 
Lake. He tied for fifth and 
stayed No. 2 in the FedEx 
Cup. No regrets. 
Scheffler has reason to feel 
the same way, especially 
in a year like his and going 
from high altitude to Atlan- 
ta. 
The bigger issue is the mar- 
ket. When the playoffs be- 
gan in 2007, it was the New 
York area, Boston, Chicago 
and Atlanta. The PGA Tour 
no longer is in New York or 
Boston, two of the biggest 
markets. 
McIlroy 
floated 
the idea of California for 
prime-time golf on TV. 
FedEx still gets the recog- 
nition it deserves because 
“FedEx Cup” is mentioned 
throughout 
the 
year. 
If 
an agreement can be 
reached, it would be ideal 
for the postseason to alter- 
nate out of the TPC South- 
wind. 
In a perfect world, turn 
Memphis into a signature 
event and search for a 
title sponsor to move the 
playoff opener around the 
country. Start with New 
York or Boston. 
The PGA Tour had contem- 
plated before the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic moving 
around the Tour Champi- 
onship, with East Lake as 
the anchor. Imagine going 
Atlanta one year, Whistling 
Straits or Shinnecock Hills 
the next year. 
That thought no longer ex- 
ists, and it’s probably just as 
well. This is the 21st consec- 
utive year in Atlanta, and 
with the FedEx Cup and 
its value, “East Lake” has 
replaced “Tour Champion- 
ship” as a destination for 
players starting the year. It 
now has tradition. 
It’s getting there that can 
use a change.q 


Xander Schauffele watches his putt on the 17th green during the final round of the St. Jude 
Championship golf tournament Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. 
Associated Press 


PGA Tour postseason could use a little variety in its venues: 
Analysis 


